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West Adams Neighborhood Council
Board & Stakeholders Meeting Agenda
HYBRID MEETING

Monday, December 16, 2024 (6:30pm)
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In conformity with the October 6, 2023 enactment of California Senate Bill 411 and LA City Council approval on
November 1, 2023, this West Adams Neighborhood Council subcommittee meeting will be conducted virtually.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://lus02web.zoom.us/{/87581351634

Meeting ID: 875 8135 1634

Dial by your location
* +1 669 444 9171 US
* +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
e +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
e +1 719 359 4580 US
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West Adams Neighborhood Council
Board & Stakeholders Meeting Agenda

Monday, December 16, 2024 (6:30pm)

AGENDA (Please note: All items may be discussed in a different order than how they are listed
on the agenda on the day of the noticed meeting. The order of business may be changed
without notice).

1. Call to Order: Welcome and Roll Call of Board Members

2. General Public Comment: Public comments on non-agenda items (2 min max per person)

3. Reports from Government Officials & Representatives

4. WANC Subcommittee and Individual Board Member Activity reports

5. Old Business
a. Board vote to approve recent Board & Stakeholder Meeting Minutes.

1. September 16, 2024 https://ncmanager.org/nc/wanc/board/meetings/2024-09-16/minutes

2. October 21, 2024 https://ncmanager.org/nc/wanc/board/meetings/2024-10-21/minutes

3. November 18, 2024 https://ncmanager.org/nc/wanc/board/meetings/2024-11-18/minutes

b. Treasurer Report
1. Discussion and possible action on October 2024 MER.
2. Discussion and possible action on November 2024 MER.
3. Reimbursement of Quintus Jett for expenses regarding the Vineyard Recreation Cen-
ter Halloween Community Event NTE $200

4. Payment of UmeWorks bills in 2024 NTE $290
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c. Discussion and possible action on WANC Community Impact Statements (see full-text on

pages 8-10) addressing the following:

1. Proposed Opposition to Community Councils receiving same status as
Neighborhood Councils. Council File 15-0389-S2 & Council File 15-0389-S1

Council File: 15-0389-S2. Community Councils / Same Privileges As Neighborhood
Councils / Legal and Charter Considerations / Brown Act Compliance / Los Angeles
Administrative Code Amendment

Council File: 15-0389-S1. Addressing City Council, Commissions or Boards / Extend Time
Allowance to Non-Certified Community Councils / Los Angeles Administrative Code
Amendment

2. Proposed Support to Ratepayer Advocate of the Proposed Increase in Sewer Service
Charges

Council File: 24-0995. Ratepayer Advocate/ Supplementary Review/ Proposed Sewer Ser-
vice Charge Rate Adjustments/ Wastewater System Challenges (proposed CIS language
appended)

3. Proposed Support for Banning the Use of Artificial Turf for Residential Purposes

Council File: 24-0602. Synthetic Grass / Atrtificial Turf / Polyflouroalkyl Substances (PFAS) /
Forever Chemicals / Health and Environmental Risks / Drought-Friendly Landscaping

6. New Business

a. Discussion and possible action to add Dorsay Dujan as a WANC Budget Rep.

b. Update, discussion, and possible actions regarding 2025 WANC board elections

1. Updates on WANC rules and outreach activities for 2025 WANC board elections,
including open positions, City Clerk + EmpowerLA outreach materials, candidate filing

and voting processes with key dates.
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2. Discussion and possible action to approve publicity expenses for 2025 WANC board
elections NTE $2,800.

c. Discussion and possible action to approve WANC Public Safety subcommittee letters to
LA Department of Transportation plus CIS re: CD10 Traffic Safety Plan (for full text, see
pages 11-12).

1. Three letters of request to LADOT
1. Traffic Safety Study Jefferson Blvd
2. Bike Lane Feasibility Request for Exposition Blvd
3. Update on Speed Camera Program Implementation

2. Community Impact Statement regarding: Council District 10’s Traffic Safety Plan

7. Upcoming WANC Meetings & Events

a. Agenda setting for next Board & Stakeholder public-business meeting (4" Monday, January
27, 2025)

b. Virtual WANC community education and reporting (no public business) events in late
December 2024 and/or January 2025 (e.g., “Welcome to WANC! Ways a Community
Stakeholder can participate”, “How to use 3-1-1.”)

c. Anticipated WANC subcommittee committee meetings — January 2025

8. Adjourn

SB 411 Updates:

If a Neighborhood Council has a quorum of board members in a physical location, board members
who wish to join the meeting via teleconferencing must adhere to AB 2449 rules and regulations. If a
Neighborhood Council does not have a quorum of board members in a physical location, they must
adhere to SB 411 rules and regulations.

In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to
members of the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a
Page |50f12



\X/est Adams Neighborhood Council
Email: westadamsnc@gmail.com

Website: westadamsnc.org

disruption within the eligible legislative body’s control that prevents members of the public from offer-
ing public comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the eligible legislative
body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to the
meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda
items during a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting
may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.

The eligible legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the
meeting and shall provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer com-
ments in real time. Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment
through the use of an internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the eligible
legislative body, that requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as
required by the third-party internet website or online platform to participate.

(i) An eligible legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close
the public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to
subparagraph , to provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed.

(if) An eligible legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public

comment separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow
public members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register
pursuant to subparagraph (D), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment.

(iii) An eligible legislative body that provides a timed general public comment period that does not
correspond to a specific agenda item shall not close the public comment period or the opportunity to
register, pursuant_to subparagraph (D), until the timed general public comment period has elapsed.

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title |l of the Americans

with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon
request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services
and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or
services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request
at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Department
of Neighborhood Empowerment by email, NCSupport@LACity.org or by telephone 213-978-1551.

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS — Comments from the public on
agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the
public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be
heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is
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prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment
period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a

future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the
presiding officer of the Board.

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS — WANC agendas are posted for public review as follows:

* Vineyard Recreation Center, 2942 Vineyard Ave, Los Angeles, 90016

* www.WestAdamsNC.org

* You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at
West Adams Neighborhood Council

https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not dis-
criminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal
access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other
auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make
your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of Neighbor-
hood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org

Notice to Paid Representatives - If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law
may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section
48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Eth-
ics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org Public Access of Records - In compliance
with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the
board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.WestAdamsNC.org or at the scheduled
meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact
Dorsay Dujon, Secretary, at 323- 998-0616 or email at: westadamsnc@gmail.com. Reconsideration and Griev-
ance Process - For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance pol-
icy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are
available at our Board meetings and our website: www.WestAdamsNC.org

Public Access of Records - In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are
distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website:
www.WestAdamsNC.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to
an item on the agenda, please contact Dorsay Dujon, Secretary, at 323-451-9262 or email at:

westadamsne(@gmail.com.

Reconsideration and Grievance Process - For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration
stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws.
The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website www.WestAdamsNC.org

gl
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COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT

Council File: 15-0389-S2

Title: Community Councils / Same Privileges As Neighborhood Councils / Legal and Charter Con-
siderations / Brown Act Compliance / Los Angeles Administrative Code Amendment

Position: Against

Council File: 15-0389-S1
Title: Addressing City Council, Commissions or Boards / Extend Time Allowance to
Non-Certified Community Councils / Los Angeles Administrative Code Amendment

Position: Against

While the members of the West Adams Neighborhood Council appreciate the well-meaning intent
of the motion referenced by Council Files 15-0389-S2 and 15-0389-S1, granting Community
Councils the same privileges as those afforded to Neighborhood Councils pursuant to Los Ange-
les Administrative Code Section 22.819, West Adams Neighborhood Council must oppose the
motion for the following reasons:

All certified Neighborhood Councils are required to comply with the Brown Act,

Public Records Act, relevant City ordinances, and the policies and rules of the Board of
Neighborhood Commissioners, Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, and the City

Clerk’s Neighborhood Council Funding Program and Election Division, including several

training, funding, and records requirements. In contrast, community councils are not subject to
these requirements, which serve to promote transparency, accountability, and public participation.

Neighborhood Councils are prohibited from activities such as raising outside funding,
supporting or opposing candidates and ballot measures, and suing the city. Depending on their
status Community Councils may support candidates and ballot measures.

Community Councils can restrict board membership in any way they choose, do not need

to give notice of meeting times and locations, do not have to allow the public to attend and
address them, or let the public know what they are discussing and deciding. The purpose of the
Neighborhood Council System is supposed to be open discussion of issues in a public meeting.
Community Councils can meet and decide issues in ways that are opaque and secretive.
Several years ago, the Pacific Palisades Community Council declined to seek Neighborhood
Council status, stating it did not wish to comply with the Brown Act and other laws. It also solicits
private contributions, which Neighborhood Councils are not allowed to accept. The Brentwood
Community Council requires the annual payment of $150 by each person serving on its Board,
contrary to the City ordinance governing Neighborhood Councils. The Westwood Community
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Council, while unnamed in this motion, operates with “annual voluntary dues” and “contributions,”
which Neighborhood Councils are again not allowed to accept. It also exists in an area already
covered by two certified Neighborhood Councils, (the North Westwood Neighborhood Council and
the Westwood Neighborhood Council). If this motion is implemented, this both could provide an
unfair advantage to one community (of double speaking time, CIS filing, etc.) that is not available
anywhere else in the City and could also muddle the stance of our area when there are disagree-
ments.

Further, if this motion is adopted by the City Council, it will mean that other Community

Councils, Civic organizations and possibly Homeowners organizations throughout the city can de-
mand the same privileges. Will the Council next permit Homeowners Associations and Condo As-
sociations the same rights as Neighborhood Councils? Residents Associations? Chambers of
Commerce?

Instead of providing special treatment of community councils (and opening a Pandora’s

box of who else gets recognized), the City Council should instead instruct the Department of
Neighborhood Empowerment to prioritize the formation of Neighborhood Councils in

community council areas where Neighborhood Councils do not now exist, and to facilitate
participation by Community Councils in areas where Neighborhood Councils already exist.
Further, if the City Council is concerned with hearing from Neighborhood Council and
community voices, it should reinstate telephonic comment at committee meetings and make
Neighborhood Council comment separate from public comment. Additionally, the City Council
should address the movement of general comment to the end of the agenda, which was done in
contradiction of Council rules and without debate or discussion.

COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT
Council File: 24-0995

Regarding: Ratepayer Advocate/ Supplementary Review/ Proposed Sewer Service Charge Rate
Adjustments/ Wastewater System Challenges

Position: Support

The West Adams Neighborhood Council supports Council File 24-0995, which proposes to in-
struct the Bureau of Sanitation (BOS), with the assistance of the Ratepayer Advocate (funded by
BOS), to conduct a supplementary review of the proposed Sewer Service Charge rate adjust-
ments and the components that comprise it - consisting of the capital program, operation and
maintenance expenses and debt service requirements - in order to assess its viability and
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determine if there are alternative methods to address the wastewater system's challenges thereby
protecting the interests of the ratepayers. (Motion by Council member Monica Rodriguez)

In addition, two outreach events conducted by the Bureau of Sanitation to educate over
3,000,000 residents in Los Angeles about the proposed adjustments that will greatly impact their
economy is simply insufficient. West Adams Neighborhood Council recommends more outreach
be done.

The West Adams Neighborhood Council is opposed to the proposed increase in Sewer Service
Charge. The increase, as proposed, 22% in 2024, and approximately 120% total by 2028 will be
detrimental to the cost of living for residents and businesses of Los Angeles

who are already struggling to make ends meet. The cost of living in Los Angeles is already too
high. Lack of planning and foresight on the part of the Bureau of Sanitation should not adversely
burden the citizens of Los Angeles. Therefore, SVANC supports CF 20-0995 and requests that
more public outreach be done.

COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT

Council File: 24-0602

Title: Synthetic Grass / Artificial Turf / Polyflouroalkyl Substances (PFAS) / Forever Chemicals /
Health and Environmental Risks / Drought-Friendly Landscaping

Position: Support

The West Adams Neighborhood Council supports CF 24-0602. The West Adams NC requests
that the report requested from the Chief Legislative Office and the CAO office be unbiased, weigh-
ing the pros and cons of using artificial turf to replace grass in residential areas. The West Adams
NC expects that in the report is an analysis of the costs, environmental hazards, and human
health consequences of artificial turf installations containing polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS
in Los Angeles. If the report shows that current installations of artificial turf are detrimental, then
that the City Council ban the use of artificial turf for residential purposes in the City of Los Angeles
per SB676 passed in 2023.
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WANC Subcommittee Three letters of request to LADOT

Letter #1 - Traffic Safety Study Jefferson Blvd

Jefferson Boulevard, identified by LADOT’s High Injury Network (HIN) as one of the
deadliest streets in the City, continues to pose major safety and mobility concerns to our
community members. Already this year, there have been at least three pedestrian and
cyclist deaths along the stretch of this boulevard that runs through our neighborhood
council district boundaries. Therefore, the West Adams Neighborhood Council (WANC)
would like to request that LADOT do a comprehensive Safety Study on the section of
Jefferson Boulevard between La Cienega Blvd. and Crenshaw Blvd. and report back
within 180 days on a list of potential safety improvements. Specifically, WANC is
requesting that the Safety Study also include a list of quick-build safety improvements
that can be implemented within 6 months.

Letter #2 - Bike Lane Feasibility Request for Exposition Blvd

Exposition Boulevard is a popular route in our community for cyclists that lacks
comprehensive cycling safety infrastructure and is plagued by speeding automobiles
and non-attentive drivers. Therefore, the West Adams Neighborhood Council (WANC)
would like to request that LADOT do a feasibility study on creating a parking-protected
bike lane on Exposition Boulevard between Crenshaw Blvd. and La Brea Blvd - similar
to what exists on Venice Blvd and San Vicente Blvd. and other streets in CD-10.

Letter #3 - Update on Speed Camera Program Implementation

In November of 2023, the West Adams Neighborhood Council (WANC) submitted a

letter of support to LADOT General Manager Laura Rubio-Cornejo for the Speed

Camera Pilot Program. Our letter in 2023 noted the urgent need for this program and

requested swift implementation of this important traffic-safety tool in our community.

Please accept this letter as a formal request for a comprehensive update on the

progress of this program in our community, including a timeline for when the program will go live.
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WANC Public Safety Committee
COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT

Regarding: Council District 10’s TralU’ic Safety Plan
Position: Against

The West Adams Neighborhood Council (WANC) is against the Tral'ic Safety plan
presented to the WANC Safety Committee by Council District OUice10 as it lacks urgency,
has no comprehensive strategy, and is grossly inadequate to address the tralic safety
concerns that have been raised to this oU’ice. TraU’ic violence is one of the most serious
threats to public safety in Los Angeles. In 2023, there were 336 traU’ic fatalities in the City,
the most in more than 20 years. Disturbingly, more than half of those deaths were our most
vulnerable road users: pedestrians and cyclists. In Council District 10 alone there were 895
total traU’ic collisions reported last year, according to LAPD records. Los Angeles tralic
deaths for 2024 are currently projected to exceed the 2023 totals. The West Adams
Neighborhood Council community is particularly vulnerable to the threat of tralU’ic violence
as our district is transected by some of the most dangerous streets in the City as identified
by LADOT’s High Injury Network (HIN): W. Adams Blvd, JeU'erson Blvd, La Brea Ave,
Crenshaw Blvd, Obama Blvd, S. La Cienega Blvd, and Farmdale Ave.

WANC submitted a formal request to Council District OUice 10 in April of 2024 requesting a
report, within 60 days, about CD 10’s plan to combat rising tral’ic violence in our
community. The request noted that a “comprehensive strategy and timely implementation
of trallic safety measures in partnership with your OUice, LADOT, LAPD, and other City
agencies is urgently needed.” The “plan” returned back to WANC, after more than 100 days,
had only three (3) future tralic safety installations for our entire neighborhood council
district, including: one left-turn phasing, one all way stop, and one pedestrian hybrid
beacon. The tralic safety plan from Councilmember Hutt's oUice is not data-driven and it
lacks input from, or coordination with, LAPD, LADOT, and other City agencies.

The lack of priority, and the unwillingness to lead on this critical issue from the Council
District, is continuing to have adverse impacts on the health, safety, and mobility of our
community.

Page |120f12



