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WEST ADAMS NElGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (WANC)

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES, Monday, November 19, 2018 at 6:30 pm 
at Vineyard Recreation Center, 2942 Vineyard Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90016 

(Subject to approval at the next scheduled WANC Brown Act compliant meeting)
Roll Call and WANC Meeting:
Prior to Roll Call and a quorum, public comment was permitted:

Stakeholder Discussion:
Stakeholder, Volanda Davis-Overstreet discussed and raised alarms relative to the “Bird” “dockless” scooters that are prevalent in the WANC area. Her prime concern was to promote a ban on such “dockless” scooters because of the potential for harm.
Another, stakeholder, Carolina Coleman expressed some apprehension and concerns over the “shootings” in the WANC community. During the discussion a reference was made to contact Los Angeles Police Department (L.A.P.D.).

A gentleman-and stakeholder- named Morgan Roth a “Bird” “Dockless” scooter representative –in community relations addressed the WANC Board. He stated that “Bird” is working to improve the relations in the WANC community but there are obstacles to surmount.

During this timeframe, other topics arose:

1) WANC storage costs-the price is $214 per month

2) WANC Board member, Clint inquired about the six months for storage
3) WANC Board member, Coach offered information regarding Public Storage costs is $155.00 a month plus a $11.00 fee for insurance.

 Subsequently to the public comment, a WANC Board quorum was established.

Quorum:

When the WANC Board Meeting quorum manifested itself, WANC Board President Steven Meeks requested the roll call vote at approximately 6:38 pm-because these WANC Board members were present and said quorum existed:
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WEST ADAMS NElGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (WANC)

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES, Monday, November 19, 2018 at 6:30 pm 
at Vineyard Recreation Center, 2942 Vineyard Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90016 

(Subject to approval at the next scheduled WANC Brown Act compliant meeting)

Subsequently to the public comment, a WANC Board quorum was established.
Quorum:

Leslie Graham

Coach Williams

Citalli Chavez-Nava

Adam Tootla

Clint Simmons

Miss Jett

Steven Meeks

Leon Van Toyan Burdeos, Junior
These WANC Board member’s absences were excused per Steven Meeks: Elbert Preston, Beatrice Wallace. Nonetheless, other WANC Board members were absent: Eva Aubrey, and John Sims. 
Agenda Item #4

Administrative Item:


a.
Secretary’s Report: Review and approval of the October Monthly Meeting Minutes.


Discussion: A few corrections were suggested by Steven Meeks; subsequent to that Coach Williams moved to approve the October Monthly Meeting Minutes, with seconding by Leon Burdeos, Junior and said vote was taken-all members voted 8-0; as a result, the October Monthly Meeting Minutes were approved.


b. 
Treasurer’s Report: Review and approval of the October Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) 

Discussion: Leslie Graham WANC can consider as an office expense-storage because Steven Meeks questioned the $291.89 storage in the “Outstanding Block.” Again, Leslie Graham 
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REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES, Monday, November 19, 2018 at 6:30 pm 
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(Subject to approval at the next scheduled WANC Brown Act compliant meeting)
Agenda Item #4-continued

Discussion:


explained storage as a line item and that the City Clerk has a “dashboard” to view expenses, outlays, budgets.

Clint wants to know more specifics; Coach interjected and informed the board that there are receipts connected in the back of the MER. Steven requested Coach to show the receipts. That was done. 


After discussion and expansive understanding of the MER, Leslie Graham moved to approve the October MER, seconding was by Leon Burdeos, Junior.

Vote was called for and all board members voted in favor of the MER and said motion passed 8-0.
Agenda Item #5

Senior Lead Officer: L.A.P.D. Officer, Mejia, who was unable to attend; thus, no report.
Agenda Item #6

Councilmember Wesson’s CD 10 Update: Mr. Kimani Black was unavailable and unable to present or provide any update. 

Agenda Item #7

Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (D.O.N.E.) Representative, Brett Shears
updated the stakeholders and the board regarding the online voting. Outreach and elections were the topic to extend to stakeholders and to board members. Brett mentioned the Neighborhood Council and Community Groups Holiday Outreach Gathering dated December 10, 2018 at 5:30 pm outside at City Hall. WANC board member’s are welcome-only three are permitted-preferably from Outreach. R.S.V.P. is at www.surveymonkey.com/r/ncc.
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WEST ADAMS NElGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (WANC)

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES, Monday, November 19, 2018 at 6:30 pm 
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Agenda Item #7-continued:


Discussion was concentrated on the “Election Handbook” and any feedback. A few inquiries were made: Clint questioned the need for on-line voting; Leon raised the potential-disclaimed by Brett-that “hacking” or “cyber” interference in a local election could manifest itself and concomitantly the lack of attachments to the “Election Handbook.”

There will be in person voting here at Vineyard Recreation Center (VRC) on June 20, 2019.


Per Steven, voting is open from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm-vote early may occur as it did in 2016 here at the VRC. 

A minority of stakeholders felt that the voting process requires more information and is complicated and costly. Mika, a stakeholder stated that there is a lack of communication.
Agenda Item #8

Assembly District 54 Update: Sydney Kamlager-Dove. Here, there was no representative; nonetheless, Leslie Graham stated that she had contacted the office for a representative to appear. She was advised that maybe they will be here next month.
Agenda Item #9

a.
Standing Committee and City Liaison Reports:


First, Steven discussed the Outreach Committee’s success with the Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) workshop with an estimated stakeholder/city employee’s and private company representative’s interaction of 110.  It was a lively, educational, even at times a spirited and informative meeting.  Up next was the November 6, 2018 election outreach that initiated sign-ups for WANC.
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Agenda Item #9-continued:
Expanding, Steven stated that there are prospective or future workshops, potentially another ADU workshop, a Tenants Rights Workshop in January and the Community Garden sometime in the Spring. Regarding the WANC retreat, Citlalli, spoke about it. Coach ahd a question regarding the ADU and some of the presenters-the actual cost of a ADU is it $75,000.00 or less. Along these lines, Coach inquired is the scheduled project completion date 2 months or 15 months? Steven mentioned perhaps there is a change in the law-the Los Angeles Municipal Code. During this time, a stakeholder unknowingly attempted to make questions or comments, Steven interposed to the gentleman that  “we are having a meeting, and if you desire to speak please return early for our public comment.” The gentleman grudgingly sat down. On the topic of gentrification, a stakeholder was concerned about gentrification. Now, Citlalli requested a list of committees-Connie asked about “active shooter training.” 
Agenda Item #10

Presentation: Stakeholder Mika Matsui on 4011 Exposition Development-Case AA-2017-4287-PML-SL.

Discussion: Briefly, this is a project being built on 4011 Exposition Boulevard. Mika explained several topics: 1) opposition to the project, 2) steps in opposing the project and 3) a opposition hearing on December 4, 2018. At this moment, Roy-another stakeholder- opposing the 4011 Exposition project espoused his observation that the developer is “doing a scam” on the city-Mika echoed that sentiment by saying that the developer is seeking an exemption for CEQA-or the California Environmental Quality Act. Again, per Mika, she underscored the need for WANC, WANC’s Land Use Committee, CD 10, to oppose the development.   
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Agenda Item #10-continued:

In this situation, WANC, WANC’s Land Use Committee even CD 10 have all rejected the development. In turn, one more stakeholder, vocalized that the project is “ monstrosity” and plain wrong. Discussion ended-Mika requested everyone’s participation at the City Planning hearing.
New Business:
Agenda Item #11

a.
Discussion and possible action on Policy and Procedure proposed ordinance amendment Council File #12-0460-S4.


Discussion: Heidi a stakeholder addressed and expressed the concern over the proposed and contentious-amendment-that said amendment could remove constituents and stakeholders “out of the equation.” 

She described that this is a problem-the city council was to bargain-but did not. Illustratively, and concomitantly the City Charter would be amended by this amendment. Other stakeholders vented their displeasure with the City and a need to meet with city leaders prior to this amendment being voted. 

Clint spoke that the Planning –City Planning Department makes decisions. Citlalli communicated the need and time for a Community Interest Statement (CIS). 

As an aside, Clint observed the Federal Bureau Of Investigation (FBI) was investigating a local city councilman on a similar but unique topic. 
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Agenda Item#11-contiuned:


Ms. Jett moved to vote with Coach seconding to oppose the proposed ordinance amendment Council File #12-0460-S4. This is procedural vote in opposition to the proposed ordinance amendment Council File #12-0460-S4. Voting was taken and it was decidedly decided 8-0 that WANC opposes the proposed ordinance amendment Council File #12-0460-S4.

b.
Discussion and possible action on increasing storage rental fee not to exceed $50 per month.

Discussion: Coach moved to increase the storage rental fee not to exceed $50 per month with seconding by Leon. Clint wanted to know if there was another location: no. Said motion passed with all board members voting. 8-0.

c.
Discussion and possible action on design and purchase of WANC promo items such as 
flyers, bags, not to exceed $1000


Discussion: Leslie indicated that WANC needs a “rebranding” and a more distinct “look.” Steven agreed. Coach wants a rebranding company from the WANC area. Citlalli observed that there are 4 different designers who can design a “logo” for WANC. Leslie and Citalli will form a a special committee-an ad hoc- to “re-brand” develop new “messaging.” This was the ambiance form the stakeholders as well.  The special ad hoc committee will consist of Leslie, Citlalli, a stakeholder named Wanda, Mrs. Jett and Leon. 


Said agenda item is tabled for the next meeting in January 2019.

d.
Discussion and possible action to approve reimbursement to Steven Meeks for Outreach promotion and copying not to exceed $40


Discussion: Coach moved to approve reimbursement to pay Steven Meeks not to exceed $40
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Agenda Item #12d-continued:

Discussion: Coach moved to approve reimbursement to pay Steven Meeks not to exceed $40

with seconding by Leon. Vote subsequently manifested itself-seven members voted in favor while there was a lone no vote. Motion passed 7-1.

e.
Discussion and possible action to select Leon Burdeos as Secretary

Discussion: Clint moved to select Leon Burdeos, Junior as the WANC Secretary with seconding by Coach. Vote was taken and it was unanimous: Leon Burdeos, Junior was selected as the new WANC Secretary.
Agenda Item #12


a.
Discussion and possible action on NPG funding request from Pretty2Me Foundation not to exceed $5000


Discussion: Concerns arose over the validity and status of the NPG request and of Pretty2Me Foundation. Coach stressed that Pretty2Me Foundation is “unqualified.” Leslie Graham stated that there were deficient documents from Pretty2Me Foundation; i.e., the IRS 501 ©(3) determination while Leon Burdeos, Junior observed that the California Secretary of State’s Office has suspended Pretty2Me Foundation. Last, Steven emphasized that the Pretty2Me Foundation’s NPG lacked documents; accordingly, WANC tabled said NPG until that time Pretty2Me Foundation has supplied WANC with all supporting documentation.

b. 
Discussion and possible action to reallocate funds in the FY 2018/2019 WANC budget
Discussion: With board consensus, this item was tabled for next month. 
c.
Discussion and possible action authorize expenditures for but not limited to facilitator, supplies, and refreshments for the annual board retreat not to exceed $1000.

Discussion: Citlalli indicated that the word processing not to exceed a certain amount. Steven 
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Agenda Item #12 c-continued:

stated that there is a lot of “red tape.”  Leon moved to authorize expenditures for but not limited to facilitator, supplies, and refreshments for the annual board retreat not to exceed $1000 with seconding by Leslie.


In turn, Coach mentioned that $300.00 could be adequate for the retreat while Leslie added too, that $300-500.00 is a sufficient amount. 


Although the amounts were low, vote was taken and said motion passed 8-0. 

d.
Discussion and possible action to allocate funds for 2019 Election related expenses not to exceed $5000.


Discussion: Clint opposed on-line voting; Leon indeed opposed on-line voting and again the arbitrary nature of the City Clerk. WANC needs to “outreach” to the voters despite the City Clerk handling all neighborhood council elections: the logistics, everything. Here with consensus, this item is tabled for next month’s agenda.

e.
Discussion and possible action to select and fill WANC Business Representative vacancy and At-Large positions:



Discussion: In limine, per Mr. Shears, parsed out the following: there is one WANC at-large representative position for 2019 and one WANC at-large representative position for 2021.


WANC concurrently needs to fill a business representative position. 

Agenda Item#12e:

Stakeholders, Connye Thomas, Victoria Davis-Overstreet, Josef Siroky all rose and expressed their desire to be selected on the WANC Board. At first, Mr. Siroky outlined his living here in the West Adams neighborhood, his volunteer work, campaign work. Next, was Connye Thomas, a stakeholder who like Mr. Siroky has resided in the West Adams neighborhood for a lengthy  
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WEST ADAMS NElGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (WANC)

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES, Monday, November 19, 2018 at 6:30 pm 
at Vineyard Recreation Center, 2942 Vineyard Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90016 

(Subject to approval at the next scheduled WANC Brown Act compliant meeting)
Agenda Item#12e-continued
period. Illustratively, she has volunteered on Democratic campaigns, she has volunteered for local political work, and other local organizations. Steven interposed that Connye has does a lot with WANC; Connye has a business-Coach inquired of Connye-does she have a 501(c) (3). Connye indicated yes. Following, was Victoria she stressed her commitment to the neighborhood; she, akin to Mr. Siroky and Ms. Thomas, has lived in the West Adams neighborhood for a long time. For example, Victoria “cares” about the community, she wants to be a voice for the WANC community, she has concerns over the development, gentrification and wants to raise those concerns to the developer and wants to promote civic engagement. Mrs. Jett moved to vote with seconding by Leon. 

Discussion: Steven prima facie votes for Connye as the At-large Representative for either 2019 or 2021 as pursuant to Brett’s analysis. So, vote was structured to have an At-large Representative for 2019 and At-large Representative for 2021. Connye was asked “Are you the At-large Representative for 2019 or 2021.” Connye replied “2021.” Vote was united for Connye Thomas to be selected to the new WANC Board as the At-large Representative for 2021. After that vote, vote was for Yolanda. She desired to be the At-large Representative for 2019. Here voting for not united; but a majority for Yolanda was 6-2. Mr. Siroky received the two votes for the At-large Representative for 2019. It follows that, Yolanda was selected as the new At-large Representative for 2019. 
Mr. Siroky is interested in the committee to re-brand WANC’s logo. Indeed, WANC still needs a business representative. 
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Agenda Item #13

Agenda setting for December Monthly Meeting:

Discussion: Budget advocate as a city liaison. Steven and Coach to to discuss budget items; the land use committee should follow-up vis-a-vis the 4011 Exposition project, there should be stakeholder recognition, these committees should meet: a) youth committee, b) education committee, and safety committee. 
Agenda Item #14
Adjournment:

By reason the WANC Board had completed it business, WANC Board member and President, Steven Meeks adjourned the WANC meeting at 8:55 pm.

WANC Board meeting minutes were composed by the newly approved WANC Secretary, Leon Van Toyan Burdeos, Junior.
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